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Abstract—In recent years, the penetration of renewable energy
sources has increased, thus coupling the power grid to the
variability of weather patterns. These variable energy resources
(VERs) have the potential to raise the vulnerability of the power
grid after sudden changes of weather. Given these new power
grid behaviors, the goal becomes to provide the operator with
a greater level of situational awareness. This work proposes a
methodology to enhance the core of the Energy Management
system – the state estimator. Traditional state estimation (SE) is
combined with weather forecast data to provide the operator with
an understanding of the system behavior a step into the future.
This “Weather-Aided State Estimator” can enhance the system
operator’s reaction to weather events with advanced notice and
forewarning; enabling greater reliability of power grids with a
high penetration of VERs. The paper outlines the methodology
to implement the WASE along with results to illustrate the
information which can be provided to the operator.

I.

I NTRODUCTION

State Estimation (SE) is a key tool in any Energy Management System (EMS). It is an optimization algorithm which
estimates the voltages (V ) and phase angles (✓) at every bus
in a given power grid for a given set of measurements Z.
Together, the voltages and phase angles are defined as the
system state. Monitoring its variation is essential to ensuring
the reliable operation of the power grid. The measurements
used for SE include active power injection, reactive power
injection, active power flow, reactive power flow, phase angle
and voltage measurements [1].
Extensive years of research on SE have successfully implemented algorithms which cover issues such as observability
[2], [3], bad data analysis [4], computational time and complexity [5]. Recent developments in dynamic state estimation
(DSE) include load forecasts, which are based on a priori
information to build the time varying model of the power
systems [6]. A number of reviews on the subject have been
produced in the literature [7]–[9].
In the Weather Aided State Estimator (WASE), short term
weather forecast data is used to identify different weather
phenomena and perform SE. The WASE can help create early
warning systems which improve the situational awareness of
the operators. This provides the information necessary to take
appropriate action before the weather phenomena affects the
power grid operation. Such an algorithm runs in parallel
to a regular SE and alerts the operator of the upcoming
weather events. In this paper, a methodology is developed to

use forecasted weather information to enhance the operator’s
understanding of the power system conditions as variable
energy resources inject power that is vulnerable to sudden
weather changes.
The remainder of this paper develops over four sections.
The motivation is explained in Section II followed by the
methodology to implement WASE in Section III. The simulation of the methodology is provided in Section V and the
conclusion is stated in Section VI.
II.

M OTIVATION

The share of renewable energy in the generation mix is
set to increase over the coming years to meet the growing
energy demand and at the same time address issues of climate
change and carbon emissions [10]. Currently, power grids are
subjected to fluctuations in load and in the future will be
affected by fluctuations in generation due to the increase in
the presence of VER [11]. The higher penetration of VER
in power grids increases the vulnerability of these systems
to weather phenomena. For example, the now well-studied
ERCOT event in 2008 showed how wind generation can create
a ramp event in which 90% of operating reserves had to be
deployed. Similarly, cumulus clouds have been known to cause
significant variability in solar PV generation. Even demand
side resources are affected by weather as HVAC systems
respond to passing storm fronts. Within the middle east, dust
storms have the potential to impact solar generation. In order
to maintain the reliability of the power grid operation, it is
necessary to improve the monitoring and control systems [12]
so as to capture the effect of the weather on the power grid.
The WASE aims to aid the operator with the prediction
of the system states to ensure that the three main operations
listed below can be improved in the presence of fluctuations
introduced by the VERs. The main concerns of the power
system operator are as follows:
•

Balance generation and load which is performed by
ensuring frequency stability.

•

Maintain voltage stability.

•

Maintain thermal limits which includes monitoring the
power flow through the tie lines.

The WASE presented in this paper highlights how each
of the above-listed operator actions can be enhanced to meet
the challenges posed by the presence of VERs. Fig. 1 shows

the block diagram of the integration of WASE into the current
structure used in the EMS.

Fig. 1.

III.

M ETHODOLOGY

In this section, the methodology for implementing the
WASE is discussed. The high level objective of the WASE
is to provide foresight into the power system reliability by
using a steady state model. The WASE methodology provided

Integration of the Weather Aided State Estimator

The weather-aided state estimator gains further importance
when taken in the context of the layers of power system
control; be it primary, secondary, or tertiary. Primary control
– or the real-time automatic feedback control of the power
system – is based upon local measurements of power system
voltages and currents. While it does have the ability to respond
to weather variability, the amount of control capability is ultimately limited [13]. In contrast, the tertiary control provided
by the market layer does take into consideration weather and
load forecasts, but the results from the economic dispatch
are refreshed at a much slower rate than desired. The time
scale of this operation ranges from 5min to 1hour. The low
frequency of operation of the market layer is not necessarily
able to capture sudden events in the weather and thus does
not improve the operator’s situational awareness. Moreover,
the markets perform a security constrained economic dispatch
[14] which is merely an approximation of the power system
states.
Several surveys and studies have highlighted the need to
include weather forecasts in the EMS to equip the operators to manage weather events which can affect the power
grids. In [15], the authors highlight the need for improving
the information available on renewable energy generation to
enhance the operation of the smart grids of tomorrow. The
successful integration of VERs is supported by the use of
operating reserves, the management of which can be improved
with the aid of forecasts. In [16], the need to develop special
operating procedures to perform balancing when dealing with
VERs is discussed. The recommendations provided in [17]
to update power system monitoring include improvements in
the operating procedures to handle the events which arise
in the power grid due to weather phenomena. The inclusion
of forecasts and relaying the information to the operator
is highlighted as an important step to enhance situational
awareness which can improve the operator’s reaction to a
problem. The literature survey conducted in [16], [17] and [15]
have concluded that there is a need to enhance the operating
procedures by providing forecasts yet to be developed.
The WASE proposed in this paper aims to combine the
advantages of short term forecasts with power flow analysis.
The results of the WASE can be used directly to aid the
operator in making decisions when a weather phenomena
occurs. The WASE is an online tool which generates forecasted
state values based on forecasted weather information.

Fig. 2.

Block diagram of proposed WASE methodology

in Fig. 2 can be divided into five separate stages:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Collect weather data
Process weather information
Execute power generation/consumption function
Perform power flow analysis
Process the results of the power flow analysis

The function of each stage and how it eventually aids the
operator’s situational awareness is elaborated in the remainder
of this section.
A. Collect weather data
The input weather information can be collected from
several sources. Developments in the fields of communication,
weather forecasting and meteorological sciences have resulted
in vast amounts of data which can be utilized by the WASE.
The average time taken by the operator to react to any event
is 15 min, thus such a look-ahead window should be achieved
by the WASE to benefit operators. Therefore, the forecast
models are required to be short-term forecasts of the order
of 15-30 minutes [18]. Furtheremore, forecasts must be able
to capture ramp events and variability [19]; both of which
can cause significant shifts in the VER power generation.
The weather station information can also be combined with
historical data to understand the evolution of the weather over a
given period of time. Finally, satellite imaging or Geographical
Information Systems(GIS) can be used to enhance the weather
data collection techniques [20]. The performance of the WASE
is dependent on the availability and accuracy of the weather
data, which is bound to improve with the further developments
in communication and forecast models.
B. Process weather information
The data collected from the sources discussed in the
previous section should be compiled to suit the power system
analysis. The data is used to build a time-varying spatial map
for a given time frame of the weather variables Wk (x,y). The
map provides the weather data W at time k for the geographical
locations given by coordinates (x,y). The power system buses
should have coordinates which correspond to their physical
location and can be used to identify the weather variable at
each bus. Therefore, the geographical mapping of the grid is
an essential prerequisite for the implementation of this scheme.

future. The power flow analysis performed using the steady
state equations can also be replaced with a dynamic model of
the power grid.
E. Process the results of the Power Flow Analysis
The power flow analysis provides more information than
just the state vector. The state vector can be used to calculate
the power flow between the buses using Equations 3 and 4.
✓j )) Gi|V i |2
(3)
Qij = |V i ||V j |(Gij sin(✓i ✓j ) B ij cos(✓i ✓j )) + Bi|V i |2
(4)
The various results obtained from the power flow analysis
are able to aid the three main responsibilities of the operator
described in Section II. The system states provide the voltage
and phase angles which are used for monitoring both voltage
stability as well as frequency stability. The power generation
and the power consumption information provided by the power
injection values along with the Area Control Error (ACE)
are calculated and used to ensure balancing of the load and
generation. The thermal limits are monitored with the help of
the calculated power flow values. With the help of the information obtained from this step, the operator is able to better
understand how the system will behave in the future when
subjected to a change in the weather. The greater awareness of
P ij = |V i ||V j |(Gij cos(✓i
Fig. 3.

Collection of weather data

C. Execute power generation/consumption function
Once the time-varying spatial map of the weather variable
is obtained for a given period into the future, it is used
to forecast the power injection at the buses affected by the
weather variables. The VER can include wind farms with the
power function directly proportional to the wind speed, solar
PV farms which have a power function directly proportional
to the solar irradiance. Similarly, buildings which represent
the load buses can have power consumption functions which
have a direct correlation to temperature and humidity as well.
Due to the heterogeneity of such building models such power
functions do not exist, but a future development of such
models can also be incorporated to the WASE. This step

Fig. 5.

✓j ) + B ij sin(✓i

Processing of the powerflow results

the system parameters and their evolution improves operators’
reactions to weather events.
Fig. 4. The power function which can be adopted to generate the power
injection profile

connects the weather data to the power system by generating
the forecasted power generation profile. The output from the
power generation function is used in the following step for
power flow analysis.
D. Power flow analysis
Weather variability directly causes variability in these
power injection function which subsequently ripple through
the grid. A power flow analysis is performed to measure these
effects. Equations 1 and 2 are solved to obtain the full list of
the system states for each set of forecasted values.
P i = |V i |
Qi = |V i |
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The results of the power flow analysis provides the values for
the system states x̂(k), corresponding to each instant k into the

IV.

I NTEGRATION OF W EATHER I NFORMATION WITH
P OWER S YSTEM

The meteorological models distinguish between areas of
constant weather variables. For example, isobars delimit wind
speeds. Similar approaches can be done for the other VERs.
Therefore, it is necessary to model the evolution of these lines
of constant temperature, solar radiation, and wind speed to
develop the varying weather map. In this section, the model of
a wind speed map is explained using the concept of a moving
isobar.
Consider an arbitrary scalar field P which represents the
~ = rP is a vector field that represents air
air pressure. W
speed/wind speed.
~ (x, y) = W x (x, y)î + W y (x, y)ĵ
W

(5)

The lines of equal wind speed are the same as the isobars,
which are perpendicular to the motion of wind. The isobars
are described by P(x,y)= c. Let the wind speed on one side of
the isobar be A~1 and the wind speed on the other side of the
isobar be A~0 . The isobar can be represented as a parametric
equation in u:
R(u) = Rx (u)î + Ry (u)ĵ

(6)

the power flow analysis is performed for the time frame in the
future.
The time frame of the predicted power generation profile
is 2 min. The predicted power generation profile shown in
Fig. 7 is used as an input at Bus 2 of the IEEE 14 bus
system. The power flow analysis performed for the forecasted

Fig. 6.

Graphical representation of the WASE weather modeliing

~ = V x î + V y ĵ,
If the isobar R(u,t) is moving with a velocity V
the evolution of R(u,t) over a given period can be postulated
as follows:
~
R(u,
t) = [Rx (u) + V x t]î + [Ry (u) + V y t]ĵ

(7)

The wind speed at a point (x,y) is also a function of time and
it is represented as:
~ (x, y, t) = W x (x, y, t)î + W y (x, y, t)ĵ
W

(8)

~ (x, y, t) is updated with respect to R(u,
~
The vector W
t).
⇢
A1x
if x < Rx (u, t)
W x (x, y, t) =
(9)
A0x
if x > Rx (u, t)
⇢
A1y
if y < Ry (u, t)
W y (x, y, t) =
(10)
A0y
if y > Ry (u, t)
~ (x, y, t) which is harnessed
The energy from the wind speed W
by the turbine along the direction ŝ = sx î + sy ĵ is given by
~ y, t).
~ e (t) = ŝ · W (x,
W

The IEEE 14 bus system [13] is used as the test case. In
this paper, the VER adopted is a wind generator with a power
generation function given by Equation 11 and the simulation
is performed within a Matlab environment.
1
⇥ µAv 3 ⇥ C P
(11)
2
Where CP = 0.59 is the coefficient of performance for
the turbine which considers the efficiency and the turbine
coefficient together. The area of the turbine A is set to 3848
m2 and µ is the density of air is 1.2 kg/m3 .
Pi =

V.

Fig. 7.

Forecasted power generation profile

power generation and the results are highlighted to understand
the behavior of the system when subjected to changing wind
speeds. In Table I, the maximum and minimum values of the
voltage and phase angle for the time frame can be observed.
This allows the operator to maintain the voltage stability and
frequency stability. Also the generator parameters [13] can be
extracted and provided to the operators as shown in Table II,
which can aid in making decisions related to balancing. The
generator parameters provide the maximum active power, and
maximum and minimum reactive power of the generators.
TABLE I.
Bus
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

C OLLECTION OF VOLTAGE AND P HASE A NGLES // FROM
THE P OWER F LOW A NALYSIS

Vmax (pu)
1.06
1.05
1.01
1.02
1.02
1.07
1.06
1.09
1.06
1.05
1.06
1.06
1.05
1.04

Vmin (pu)
1.06
1.05
1.01
1.02
1.02
1.07
1.06
1.09
1.06
1.05
1.06
1.06
1.05
1.04

✓max (deg)
0
-3.53
-11.42
-9.16
-7.72
-13.14
-12.22
-12.22
-13.81
-13.98
-13.69
-13.99
-14.07
-14.92

✓min (deg)
0
-6.16
-13.77
-11.24
-9.62
-15.09
-14.28
-14.28
-15.85
-16.00
-15.68
-15.95
-16.03
-16.93

✓max (deg)
0
2.63
2.35
2.08
1.90
1.96
2.05
2.05
2.04
2.02
1.99
1.96
1.97
2.01

R ESULTS

Bus 2 in the IEEE 14 bus system is a generator bus
and is substituted with the wind turbine. The wind data is
forecasted and assumed to be collected from the sources which
are mentioned in Section III. In this paper, a moving wind front
along the horizontal direction is modeled. The wind farm is
provided with coordinates (xturbine ,yturbine ). The wind speed
~ e (xturbine ,yturbine ,t) is used to
corresponding to the point W
calculate the generated power Pi .
The steady state power flow analysis is performed by
MATPOWER within the Matlab environment [21]. The change
in the wind speed over the geographical area of the grid is
reflected in the power injection at Bus 2. The predicted power
injection profile results in a spike in the power injection and

TABLE II.
Bus
1
2
3
6
8

C OLLECTION OF G ENERATOR PARAMETERS FROM THE
P OWER F LOW A NALYSIS
PG (MW)
274.5
90.18
0
0
0

QGmax (MVARS)
-4.95
59.81
25.16
12.78
17.65

QGmin (MVARS)
-24.92
24.42
25.00
12.71
17.59

The power flow analysis results provides more information
than necessary. “Data overload” can be a risk. Operators
require concise information about the essential parameters to
make clear and quick decisions. The development of Graphical
User Interface (GUI) for conveying the critical information to

[6]
[7]

[8]
[9]

Fig. 8.

List of essential parameters of critical buses and tie lines

the operators is a crucial part of the the EMS [22] [23]. A
simple illustration of the necessary information is provided
in Fig. 8. Fig. 8 provides the information about the critical
components of the power system, it includes the power flow
between critical tie lines in power per unit, the voltage per
unit and phase angle at the critical buses in degrees and also
the area control error (MW) is provided over the future. The
time instant in the future, when the event will occur is also
provided. If the Pmax for the line between the buses 1 - 2 is
calculated as 1.8p.u, from the Fig. 8 it can be observed that
there is a violation of the thermal limit and the operator can
take the necessary action to prevent the same. Similar GUIs
and visualization tools can be developed to exploit the WASE
and improve the operator’s understanding of the power grid
when subjected to various weather conditions [24] .
VI.

C ONCLUSION

The work in this paper proposes a methodology to enhance
SE which is a key source of data for decision making in
the EMS. The proposed addition of weather data to enhance
the SE is able to improve the operator’s situational awareness
in power systems with high VER penetration. The modeling
approach to represent a time varying map of wind speed can
be expanded to represent other sources utilized by VERs. The
results simulated a spike in the power injection and displayed
the several parameters which are obtained as part of the power
flow analysis. The WASE supported by a strong GUI can relay
the evolution of critical information in the future to support the
operator in making clear and quick decisions when faced with
sudden changes in the weather variables. The WASE running
in parallel to a regular SE will be able to improve the EMS
and capture the weather related changes in the power system.
R EFERENCES
[1]
[2]
[3]
[4]

[5]

A. Monticelli, “Electric power system state estimation,” Proceedings of
the IEEE, vol. 88, no. 2, pp. 262–282, 2000.
H. Liao, “Power System Harmonic State Estimation and Observability
Analysis via Sparsity Maximization,” Power Systems, IEEE Transactions on, vol. 22, no. 1, pp. 15–23, 2007.
D. Tholomier, H. Kang, and B. Cvorovic, “Phasor measurement units:
Functionality and applications,” in Power Systems Conference, 2009.
PSC ’09., (Clemson, SC), pp. 1–12, 2009.
N. G. Bretas and A. S. Bretas, “Bad data analysis using the composed
measurements errors for power system state estimation,” in Bulk Power
System Dynamics and Control (iREP) - VIII (iREP), 2010 iREP
Symposium, (Rio de Janeiro), pp. 1–7, 2010.
X. Yang and X. P. Zhang, “Fast decoupled multi area state estimation
with PMUs measurements,” in Innovative Smart Grid Technologies Asia (ISGT Asia), 2012 IEEE, pp. 1–7, 2012.

[10]
[11]
[12]

[13]
[14]

[15]

[16]
[17]
[18]
[19]
[20]
[21]
[22]

[23]
[24]

M. Brown Do Coutto Filho and J. C. S. de Souza, “ForecastingAided State Estimation;Part I: Panorama,” in Power Systems, IEEE
Transactions on, vol. 24, pp. 1667–1677, 2009.
N. R. Shivakumar and A. Jain, “A review of power system dynamic
state estimation techniques ,” in Power System Technology and IEEE
Power India Conference, 2008. POWERCON 2008., pp. 1–6, Inst. of
Elec. and Elec. Eng. Computer Society, 2008.
A. Jain and N. R. Shivakumar, “Power system tracking and dynamic
state estimation,” in Power Systems Conference and Exposition, 2009.
PSCE ’09. IEEE/PES, pp. 1–8, 2009.
L. Wei-guo, L. Jin, G. Ao, and Y. Jin-hong, “Review and Research
Trends on State Estimation of Electrical Power Systems,” in Power and
Energy Engineering Conference (APPEEC), 2011 Asia-Pacific, pp. 1–4,
2011.
J. G. et.al Kassakian, “The Future of the Electricity Grid: An Interdisciplinary MIT Study,” tech. rep., Cambridge, MA, 2011.
D. Lew, N. Piwko, Dick Miller, G. Jordan, K. Clark, and L. Freeman,
“NREL: How Do High Levels of Wind and Solar Impact the Grid? The
Western Wind and Solar Integration Study,” tech. rep., NREL, 2010.
European Wind Energy Association, “LARGE SCALE INTEGRATION
OF WIND ENERGY IN THE EUROPEAN POWER SUPPLY: a nalysis, issues and recommendations,” tech. rep., European Wind Energy
Association,, 2005.
F. Milano, Power Systems Modelling and Scripting. New York:
Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg, 1st ed., 2010.
A. K. Zadeh, K. M. Nor, and H. Zeynal, “Multi-thread security
constraint economic dispatch with exact loss formulation,” in Power and
Energy (PECon), 2010 IEEE International Conference on, (Malaysia),
pp. 864–869, 2010.
C. W. Potter, A. Archambault, and K. Westrick, “Building a smarter
smart grid through better renewable energy information,” in Power
Systems Conference and Exposition, 2009. PSCE ’09. IEEE/PES, pp. 1–
5, 2009.
ISO/RTO, “Council Briefing Paper Integrating Variable Energy Resources into Organized Markets,” tech. rep., ISO/RTO, 2011.
IEC, “Grid integration of large-capacity Renewable Energy sources and
use of large-capacity Electrical Energy Storage,” tech. rep., IEC, 2012.
A. Moreno-Munoz, J. de la Rosa, R. Posadillo, and V. Pallares, “Short
term forecasting of solar radiation,” in Industrial Electronics, 2008. ISIE
2008. IEEE International Symposium on, pp. 1537–1541, 2008.
G. Giebel, R. Brownsword, G. Kariniotakis, M. Denhard, and C. Draxl,
The State-Of-The-Art in Short-Term Prediction of Wind Power: A
Literature Overview. ANEMOS.plus, 2nd ed., 2011.
B. H. E. Moiloa, Geographical Information Systems for Strategic Wind
Energy Site Selection. PhD thesis, 2009.
R. D. Zimmerman and C. E. Murillo-s, “Matpower 4.1 User’s Manual,”
tech. rep., 2011.
Pas, B. R. Hollifield, D. Oliver, I. Nimmo, and E. Habibi, The High
Performance HMI Handbook: A Comprehensive Guide to Designing,
Implementing and Maintaining Effective HMIs for Industrial Plant
Operations. PAS, 2008.
P. Bullemer, A. S. M. J. R, D. Consortium, D. V. Reising, C. Burns,
J. Hajdukiewicz, and J. Andrzejewski, Effective Operator Display
Design: Asm Consortium Guideline. CreateSpace, 2008.
M. R. Endsley, Designing for Situation Awareness: An Approach to
User-Centered Design, Second Edition. Taylor & Francis, 2003.

